
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1429February 24, 1997
most baneful foes of republican govern-
ment. But that jealously, to be useful,
must be impartial, else it becomes the
instrument of the very influence to be
avoided, instead of a defense against it.
Excessive partiality for one foreign na-
tion and excessive dislike for another,
cause those whom they actuate to see
danger only on one side, and serve to
veil and even second the arts of influ-
ence on the other. Real patriots, who
may resist the intrigues of the favor-
ite, are liable to become suspected and
odious; while its tools and dupes usurp
the applause and confidence of the peo-
ple, to surrender their interests.

The great rule of conduct for us, in
regard to foreign nations, is, in extend-
ing our commercial relations, to have
with them as little political connection
as possible. So far as we have already
formed engagements, let them be ful-
filled with perfect good faith:—Here let
us stop.

Europe has a set of primary inter-
ests, which to us have none, or a very
remote relation. Hence, she must be
engaged in frequent controversies, the
causes of which are essentially foreign
to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it
must be unwise in us to implicate our-
selves, by artificial ties, in the ordi-
nary vicissitudes of her politics, or the
ordinary combinations and collisions of
her friendships or enmities.

Our detached and distant situation
invites and enables us to pursue a dif-
ferent course. If we remain one people,
under an efficient government, the pe-
riod is not far off when we may defy
material injury from external annoy-
ance; when we may take such an atti-
tude as will cause the neutrality we
may at any time resolve upon, to be
scrupulously respected; when bellig-
erent nations, under the impossibility
of making acquisitions upon us, will
not lightly hazard the giving us provo-
cation, when we may choose peace or
war, as our interest, guided by justice,
shall counsel.

Why forego the advantages of so pe-
culiar a situation? Why quit our own to
stand upon foreign ground? Why, by
interweaving our destiny with that of
any part of Europe, entangle our peace
and prosperity in the toils of European
ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or
caprice?

It is our true policy to steer clear of
permanent alliance with any portion of
the foreign world; so far, I mean, as we
are now at liberty to do it; for let me
not be understood as capable of patron-
izing infidelity to existing engage-
ments. I hold the maxim no less appli-
cable to public than private affairs,
that honesty is always the best policy.
I repeat it, therefore, let those engage-
ments be observed in their genuine
sense. But in my opinion, it is unneces-
sary, and would be unwise to extend
them.

Taking care always to keep ourselves
by suitable establishments, on a re-
spectable defensive posture, we may
safely trust to temporary alliances for
extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, and a liberal intercourse
with all nations, are recommended by
policy, humanity, and interest. But
even our commercial policy should
hold an equal and impartial hand; nei-
ther seeking nor granting exclusive fa-
vors or preferences; consulting the nat-
ural course of things; diffusing and di-
versifying by gentle means the streams
of commerce, but forcing nothing; es-
tablishing with powers so disposed, in
order to give trade a stable course, to
define the rights of our merchants, and
to enable the government to support
them, conventional rules of inter-
course, the best that present cir-
cumstances and mutual opinion will
permit, but temporary, and liable to be
from time to time abandoned or varied
as experience and circumstances shall
dictate; constantly keeping in view,
that it is folly in one nation to look for
disinterested favors from another; that
is must pay with a portion of its inde-
pendence for whatever it may accept
under that character; that by such ac-
ceptance, it may place itself in the
condition of having given equivalents
for nominal favors, and yet of being re-
proached with ingratitude for not giv-
ing more. There can be no greater error
than to expect, or calculate upon real
favors from nation to nation. It is an
illusion which experience must cure,
which a just pride ought to discard.

In offering to you, my countrymen,
these counsels of an old and affection-
ate friend, I dare not hope they will
make the strong and lasting impres-
sion I could wish; that they will con-
trol the usual current of the passions,
or prevent our nation from running the
course which has hitherto marked the
destiny of nations, but if I may even
flatter myself that they may be pro-
ductive of some partial benefit, some
occasional good; that they may now
and then recur to moderate the fury of
party spirit, to warn against the mis-
chiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard
against the impostures of pretended pa-
triotism; this hope will be a full rec-
ompense for the solicitude for your
welfare by which they have been dic-
tated.

How far, in the discharge of my offi-
cial duties, I have been guided by the
principles which have been delineated,
the public records and other evidences
of my conduct must witness to you and
to the world. To myself, the assurance
of my own conscience is, that I have, at
least, believed myself to be guided by
them.

In relation to the still subsisting war
in Europe, my proclamation of the 22d
of April, 1793, is the index to my plan.
Sanctioned by your approving voice,
and by that of your representatives in
both houses of congress, the spirit of
that measure has continually governed
me, uninfuenced by any attempts to
deter or divert me from it.

After deliberate examination, with
the aid of the best lights I could ob-
tain, I was well satisfied that our coun-
try, under all the circumstances of the
case, had a right to take, and was

bound, in duty and interest, to take a
neutral position. Having taken it, I de-
termined, as far as should depend upon
me, to maintain it with moderation,
perseverance and firmness.

The considerations which respect the
right to hold this conduct, it is not
necessary on this occasion to detail. I
will only observe that, according to my
understanding of the matter, that
right, so far from being denied by any
of the belligerent powers, has been vir-
tually admitted by all.

The duty of holding a neutral con-
duct may be inferred, without any
thing more, from the obligation which
justice and humanity impose on every
nation, in cases in which it is free to
act, to maintain inviolate the relations
of peace and amity towards other na-
tions.

The inducements of interest for ob-
serving that conduct will best be re-
ferred to your own reflections and ex-
perience. With me, a predominant mo-
tive has been to endeavor to gain time
to our country to settle and mature its
yet recent institutions, and to
progress, without interruption, to that
degree of strength, and consistency
which is necessary to give it, humanly
speaking, the command of its own for-
tunes.

Though in reviewing the incidents of
my administration, I am unconscious
of intentional error, I am nevertheless
too sensible of my defects not to think
it probable that I may have committed
many errors. Whatever they may be, I
fervently beseech the Almighty to
avert or mitigate the evils to which
they may tend. I shall also carry with
me the hope that my country will
never cease to view them with indul-
gence; and that, after forty-five years
of my life dedicated to its service, with
an upright zeal, the faults of incom-
petent abilities will be consigned to ob-
livion, as myself must soon be to the
mansions of rest.

Relying on its kindness in this as in
other things, and actuated by that fer-
vent love towards it, which is so natu-
ral to a man who views in it the native
soil of himself and his progenitors for
several generations; I anticipate with
pleasing expectation that in which I
promise myself to realize, without
alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partak-
ing, in the midst of my fellow citizens,
the benign influence of good laws under
a free government—the ever favorite
object of my heart, and the happy re-
ward, as I trust, of our mutual cares,
labors and dangers.

GEO. WASHINGTON.
UNITED STATES,

17th September, 1796.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KYL). Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business not to extend be-
yond the hour of 1:30, with the time
equally divided between the two lead-
ers.
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Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I suggest

the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk proceeded to

call the roll.
Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
f

SCHEDULE
Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, on be-

half of the leader, I wish to announce
that today the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business until the hour
of 1:30 p.m., with the time equally di-
vided between the two leaders.

At 1:30 today, the Senate will resume
consideration of House Joint Resolu-
tion 36 regarding U.N. population fund-
ing. Following 2 hours of debate on
that resolution, the resolution will be
temporarily set aside and the Senate
will then resume consideration of Sen-
ate Joint Resolution 1, the constitu-
tional balanced budget amendment.

From 3:30 today to 5:30 today, the
Senate will debate Senator BYRD’s
amendment relating to section 6 of the
balanced budget amendment. All Sen-
ators should be reminded that at 5:30
this afternoon there will be a rollcall
vote in relation to the pending Byrd
amendment.

Following that vote this afternoon,
Senator REID will be recognized to
offer his amendment regarding Social
Security. The Senate will continue de-
bating that amendment tomorrow
morning and afternoon, with a vote oc-
curring on or in relation to that
amendment at 6 p.m. on Tuesday.

Also, I remind our colleagues that we
will be voting on the U.N. population
funding resolution at 2:15 on Tuesday
afternoon immediately following the
weekly policy conferences. Following
the vote on Senator REID’s amendment
to Senate Joint Resolution 1, Senator
FEINSTEIN will offer an amendment. We
will debate that amendment from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. on Wednesday, with the
vote occurring at 11 a.m. on that
amendment.

The majority leader thanks his col-
leagues for their cooperation in allow-
ing the Senate to move forward on
both of these matters.

I further remind all Senators that
the leadership hopes to complete ac-
tion on the balanced budget amend-
ment as soon as possible, and the lead-
er will continue to update all of us as
we make progress on this issue.

Mr. President, I note the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SENATOR JOHN GLENN’S
ANNOUNCED RETIREMENT

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate a very impor-
tant milestone in the history of the
State of Ohio and in the history of this
body on this, the first day the Senate
has met since my colleague Senator
JOHN GLENN announced that he was re-
tiring from this body. On behalf of the
people of Ohio and on behalf of the U.S.
Senate, I have the privilege of paying
respects to Senator GLENN, to pay re-
spects to my senior Senator, our friend
and our colleague, on the occasion of
the announcement of his retirement
from the U.S. Senate. Senator GLENN
has served Ohio and the Senate for a
longer consecutive period than any
other individual in the history of our
State. When he leaves office 2 years
from now, he will have served in this
body for 24 consecutive years. Over this
almost quarter of a century of service,
Senator GLENN has established a rep-
utation as a man who knows the im-
portance of details. Senator GLENN re-
alizes that the most important work
done in this Chamber is not the sound
bites, not the press conferences, but
the nitty-gritty of making this com-
plicated legislative process work for
the people who sent us here.

Despite the fact that I have only
been in the Senate for a little over 2
years, in many ways I feel I know Sen-
ator GLENN better than many who have
served with him for a lot longer period
of time. This is true, in part at least, I
suspect, because he and I fought a very
tough campaign against each other in
1992. It was a tough, hard-fought cam-
paign. Let no one doubt—I can say this
from personal experience—let no one
doubt that behind JOHN GLENN’s kind,
grandfatherly exterior beats the heart
of a true marine, a man who is willing
to fight very hard for what he believes
is right. That has been something that
has really been the hallmark of JOHN
GLENN’s life of service to this country,
from his service in World War II and
Korea to his service in the military to
his work in the space program to this
very day, as he continues his service to
this country in the U.S. Senate.

Two years after that campaign, I was
elected to the Senate, and it became
important, then, for Senator GLENN
and me to build a relationship, to build
a relationship to benefit all Ohioans. I
think we have done that. In the 2 years
since then, I have found that Senator
GLENN’s attitude to the work of the
Senate really should serve as a model
for all the rest of us. In a campaign,
you fight hard, but when you are in the
Senate, when you are one of the 100
Members of the U.S. Senate drawn
from all over this country, there is a
different kind of work to be done. I
have worked with Senator GLENN on
the floor, worked with him on different
issues, and he has unfailingly put the
interests of Ohio and the interests of
this country first.

I am sure we will continue to dis-
agree on some issues, but our disagree-

ments are buried whenever we have a
chance to accomplish something for
Ohioans by working together. Some
may say that Senator GLENN’s style of
leadership is too bipartisan for modern
politics, too bipartisan for this day and
age, too bipartisan for this town. If
that is true, it is a shame, because the
dedication to bipartisanship exempli-
fied by JOHN GLENN, through his serv-
ice in the Senate, I think should serve
as an example for all of us.

It was significant that Senator
GLENN chose the 35th anniversary of
his three orbits around the Earth to
make his announcement that he was
leaving the Senate.

I think as an Ohioan, it was also sig-
nificant to see where he made that an-
nouncement. He went back home to
Muskingum College, New Concord, OH,
a town where he had been raised, where
he grew up, a town where there is now
a high school named after him, the
John Glenn High School. He went home
to make this announcement to the peo-
ple of the State of Ohio.

I think it was also significant that he
made the announcement in front of an
audience of primarily young people.
JOHN GLENN has always been someone
who has thought about the future. How
many times have we heard him come to
the floor and talk about young people,
talk about investment in young people,
talk about what we have to do to pre-
pare them and us for the next century?
So it was significant that he went
home to make this speech and signifi-
cant that he was talking to young peo-
ple when he did it.

I was reminded, as I think many
Americans were, when I heard the offi-
cial news that JOHN GLENN was going
to retire, where I was 35 years ago—at
least those of us who are old enough to
remember—when he made that historic
flight. My future wife and I were fresh-
men at Yellow Springs High School,
Yellow Springs, OH. On the particular
moment that he took off, I happened to
be in Ed Wingard’s science class and re-
member listening on the radio, and
watching on TV later in the day, as we
followed his progress for the next few
hours. JOHN GLENN, on that date, cap-
tured the hearts of Americans, and he
guaranteed his place in the history of
this country and the history of this
world.

We took a great deal of pride, those
of us from Ohio, in what our native son
was doing on that date. It was clear
that NASA had selected the right per-
son to make the trip, not just because
of his nerves of steel, not just because
of his technical ability, but it was also
clear why they picked JOHN GLENN
when he came back. It was clear that
this was a person who young people
across the country could look up to,
that this was someone who should be
considered a national hero and a na-
tional treasure.

We should not talk today as if JOHN
GLENN will not be with us. JOHN GLENN
is going to be with us for 2 more years
in this body. We are going to argue
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